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Pensioner Facts and Figures 2004
Pensioner population 

· In 2004 there were 10.8 million people over pensionable age (18% of the population). This number is forecast to rise to 12.2 million by 2020. 
(Hansard 8 June 2004)

· The current age breakdown of the pensioner population is as follows:

	
	Numbers

	60-65
	1,470,000

	65-75
	3,812,000

	75-85
	4,404,000

	85+
	1,124,000

	Total
	10, 810,000


(Census 2001, Office for National Statistics 2002)
· 350,000 older people are from black and minority ethnic communities. 
(Let’s move on: Black and minority ethnic older people’s views on research findings Joseph Rowntree Foundation May 2004)
· In 2001, 32% of men and 59% of women aged 75 and over lived alone. 
(Living in Britain: General Household Survey 2001)
· The average life expectancy in the UK is 75 for males and 80 for females. (Government Actuary’s Department, UK interim national population projections, 2002)
Pensioner income

· In 1999/2000 the basic state pension formed 52% of all pensioner household income and 63% for single pensioner households. 
 (Office for National Statistics 2002)
· In 2001/02, 2.2m pensioners, 1 in 5 of                                                                         all older people in Britain were living    below the government’s adopted poverty line (60% of median income - equal to £81 week in 1999-2000 after tax and housing costs). For women the figure was 1 in 4.
(Households below Average Income   2001/02, DWP 2003)

· Less than 12% of women receive the full basic state pension in their own right, through their own contributions record. This is compared to 91% of men who receive the full basic state pension. 
(PCS Women and Pensions Leaflet,      February 2004)
· The average income for single women in retirement is 89% that of male pensioners. 
(The Pensioners’ Income Series 2002/3 May 2003)
· Pensioners aged 65-75 start to pay income tax when they have an income of at least £131 a week.

 (The Message, NPC April/May 2004)

· In 2001, 4,100,000 or 60% of pensioner households had savings of £6,000 or less.

 (Hansard 25 April 2002)

· The average occupational pension pays out just £4000 a year.

 (Income Data Services Bulletin 200, 2001)

· 41% of pensioners do not have an occupational pension. 

(Hard Times: A study of pensioner poverty,    CPA 2002)

The basic state pension
· The current level of the basic state pension until April 2005 is £79.60 a week for a single pensioner and £127.25 a week for a couple based on the husband’s contributions. 

· Total increases in the basic state pension since Labour’s election in 1997, have been less than if it had been uprated in line with average earnings.

(Hansard 24 July 2002)

· If the link between the higher of prices and earnings and the basic state pension had not been broken in 1980, in 2004 the state pension would now be worth approximately £113 a week for a single pensioner and £180 for a couple.

 (NPC 2004)
· In 1979 the basic state pension was 23% of average earnings. In 2004, it is now worth less than 16% of average earnings. 
 (NPC 2004)

· It would cost £9.2bn to give all 10.8m pensioners a basic state pension of £105.45 a week.

(Hansard 25 March 2004)

· Since April 2003, the basic state pension has been raised by either 2.5% or the equivalent of the increase in the September Retail Price Index, whichever is the greater. This could give an estimated increase of just £1.99 a week for a single pensioner and £3.18 for a couple in April 2005.

    (NPC 2004)
Means-tested benefits
· In 2004, the Guarantee Credit element of the Pension Credit is £105.45 a week for a single pensioner and £160.95 for a couple.
· Approximately £1.8bn of income related benefits are unclaimed by pensioners each year. 
(Income related benefits, Department for   Work and Pensions, 2001)
· An estimated 4.9m pensioners are eligible for the Pension Credit. The current take-up levels show that approximately 3m people are actually claiming.
(A review of the campaign, Department for Work and Pensions, May 2004)
· Even the government’s own target for the take-up of the Pension Credit assumes that 27% of those entitled will not claim.

 (Tackling Pensioner Poverty: Encouraging   Take-Up of Benefits, PAC 2003)

· Two in every three pensioners claiming Pension Credit are women.

(From Security to Risk, Centre for Analysis   of Social Exclusion, J Ginn 2001)

· In March 2004, the number of pensioners receiving less than £1 a week in Pension Credit was approximately 13,000. 
 (Hansard 29 April 2004)

· The annual cost of delivering the means-tested Pension Credit per person is £53.70 compared with only £5.40 for the basic state pension.

 (Public Accounts Committee Tackling    Pensioner Poverty: Encouraging Take-up of Benefits, 2003)

Pension spending
· The projected surplus in the National Insurance Fund for the 2004/05 financial year is expected to be approximately £30bn.

(Report by the Government Actuary on the drafts of the Social Security Benefits       Uprating Order, 2003)

· Britain spends less than 5% of national income on pensions, below half the spending of other EU countries.

(A New Contract for Welfare: Partnership in Pensions, DSS 1998)
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